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May 8, 2018 By email only
Dr Teiji Takei

Director of Medical Professions Division

Health Policy Bureau

Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare

Government of Japan

Tokyo

Japan

Dear Sirs
Re: Global status of the chiropractic profession

| write at the request of World Federation of Chiropractic’'s (WFC)
Constituent Member for Japan, the Japanese Association of Chiropractors.
This document sets out briefly the current status of the chiropractic
profession as it exists around the world.

Chiropractic is an autonomous, primary contact healthcare profession
concerned with the treatment of musculoskeletal disorders, particularly of
the spine. It is well established, and the WFC has over 90 national
chiropractic association members in 7 world regions. There are an
estimated 110,000 chiropractors in the world currently, comprising practising
clinicians, researchers, academics and health policy experts. In the largest
jurisdictions — the United States, Canada, Australia and the UK -
chiropractic is regulated by statute and every chiropractor holds a licence to
practise. Statutory regulation protects the public and ensures that standards
of education, conduct and practice are maintained.

The World Federation of Chiropractic has been a non-governmental
organisation in official relations with the World Health Organization (WHO)
since 1997. It works collaboratively to promote and implement WHO policy
frameworks, specifically as they relate to the Sustainable Development
Goals. Specifically, the WFC has connections to the departments of
Disability and Rehabilitation, Integrated Care of Older People, Integrated
People Centred Health Services, Traditional, Complementary and
Integrative Medicine and Mortality, Health Standards and Data Informatics.

There are currently over 40 educational institutions offering programmes in
chiropractic. These programmes, lasting a minimum of 4 years, are
delivered at Masters level and many are affiliated with university institutions.
International accreditation exists through a number of Councils on
Chiropractic Education. Indeed, Toyko College of Chiropractic is
independently accredited through the Council on Chiropractic Education
(Australasia).
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The WFC has three standing committees in the form of the Research Committee, Disability and
Rehabilitation Committee, and Public Health Committees. These are chaired and populated by highly
qualified specialists in their respective fields. The WFC offers a Biennial World Congress, which features
the profession’s largest scientific meeting, and a Chiropractic Education Conference, events that bring the
profession together to advance international standards.

It is a reflection of the current status of the chiropractic profession that its senior researchers publish
regularly in internationally respected peer reviewed journals. Recently, two chiropractors were among the
30 international authors that produced a series of papers on low back pain in The Lancet. Others have
held senior positions in international spine societies.

Chiropractic is highly regarded in the field of sports medicine. Chiropractors were present within the
polyclinics of the London 2012 and Rio 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games, where their presence was
highly valued by the International Olympic Committee. In addition to being part of the host medical
services, many chiropractors also participated as members of national Olympic squads. The status of
chiropractic in international Olympic sport is such that the Chief of the United States Olympic Medical
Team, Dr Bill Moreau, is himself a chiropractor.

Chiropractic, as an independent health care profession, is regulated in over 40 countries around the
world. That it is yet to be regulated in Japan is a matter of regret and the WFC stands prepared to assist
both the Japanese Association of Chiropractors and, if invited, the Japanese Government, in facilitating
such regulation in Japan.

As the epidemic of back pain continues, along with an increasing ageing population, chiropractors have a
key role to play in improving functional and intrinsic capacity. As highly trained health care professionals,
chiropractors take a biopsychosocial approach to care that extends beyond the mere provision of manual
therapy.

The WFC is aware of the role that the Japan Chiropractic Register (JCR) plays in quality assurance within
the chiropractic profession in Japan. The presence of such a register assures the WFC that registrants
meet international standards of education and training. This self-regulatory framework is important and
the WFC commends its structure in moving towards statutory regulation of the profession and protection
of the public. In summary, chiropractors are ready and prepared to play an active role in regulated health
care in Japan.

Yours sincerely

Richard Brown DC, LL.M, FRCC
Secretary-General
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